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CEOs want tighter academic standards for eligibility

Presidents and chancellors of Di-
vision I member institutions-— and
especially those in Division I-A—
favor steps to strengthen academic
requirements for both initial and
continuing athletics eligibility.

In a mail survey of all chief exec-
utive officers at NCAA member
institutions, conducted for the
NCAA Presidents Commission, im-
pressive majorities of Division I
CEOs supported a strengthening of

current requirements in both areas

e

Council meets

The NCAA Council conducted its April 15-17 meeling in
Kansas City, Missoun, to begin work on its 1991 agenda. The
Council considered recommendations on academic require-
ments for athlelics eligibillly and heard a report from a new

of athletics eligibility.

Mecanwhile, Division II CEOs
were split almost evenly on whether
to strengthen standards for initial
eligibility but supported tightening
of continuing-eligibility rules. Divi-
sion I1I chief executives clearly did
not support any change in that
division’s approach to academic
requirements, which largely leaves
the matter to institutional standards.

Here is a summary of the results,
by division:

Division |

Of those responding, exactly two-
thirds (66.7 percent) favor tightening
the requirements for initial eligibil-
ity. That percentage includes 79.7
percent in Division I-A, 57.4 percent
inI-AA and 62.5 percent in I-AAA.

The most popular means of streng-
thening the initial-eligibility require-
ments; use of an indexing formula
of some kind (e.g., where a higher
test score can offset a lower grade-
point average in the core curricu-

lum) and increasing the number of
required core courses. In each in-
stance, 55.1 percent of those who
favor strengthening the require-
ments (and 36.7 percent of all re-
spondents) supported those options.
The most favored core increase was
from 11 to either 12 or 13 courses.
Meanwhile, 75.7 percent of the
Division I CEOs responding favor
strengthening requirements for con-
tinuing eligibility, including 84.7

percent in Division 1-A, 70 4 percent
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subcommittee assigned to review 1991 reform proposals. A
report on the Council’'s major actions will be published in the
April 24 issue of The NCAA News. A report on all Council
actions will be published in a later issue.
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inI-AA and 71.9 percent in [-AAA.

The most popular step in that
regard would be to add some type
of cumulative GPA requirement to
the satisfactory-progress rule —60.4
percent of those favoring some
strengthening supported that ap-
proach (as did 45.8 percent of all
respondents). The next highest al-
ternative: requiring completion of
at least 20 percent of the individual’s
degree credits each year.

One of the more interesting results
in the survey was the fact that only
26 of the 177 Division [ respondents,
or 14.9 percent, favored declaring
all freshmen ineligible. That per-
centage was lower by about five
percent than in a mid-1980s survey
of Division I CEOs that included
the freshman-eligibility issue.

Of the 296 Division I CEOs, 177
respondcd, or 59.8 percent. That
included 55.7 percent in Division

I-A and 62.1 percent in both I-AA
and [-AAA.

Division II

Division II chief executives were
not in agreement on whether to
tighten that division’s initial-eligi-
bility standards. While 53.1 percent
of those responding supported some
sort of strengthening, that narrow
majority probably indicates that the
issue is too close to call in that
division. On the other hand, the
division favors strengthening re-
quirements for continuing eligibility
by a 3-to-1 margin (95 to 32 of those
responding).

If the division did move to
toughen its initial-eligibility require-
ments, use of some type of indexing
formula would be the most popular
approach, according to the survey.

In the continuing-eligibility cate-
gory, the most popular option was
to adopt the rule that Division I
passed in January: The student-

See CEOs, page 3

Division I coaches to discuss rules on recruiting

Division I coaches representing
all NCAA sports will meet April 24-
25 in Overland Park, Kansas, to
discuss the concept of simplifying
NCAA recruiting rules. Attendance
is expected to be about 100, includ-
ing executives of various coaches
associations.

The mecting 1s a result of a sug-
gestion made by NCAA Executive
Director Richard D. Schultz during
his State of the Association address
at the 1991 Convention in Nashville
(see accompanying story).

Any consensus proposals for sim-
plification or deregulation concern-
ing the Association's recruiting rules
that are developed at the meeting
will be forwarded to the NCAA
Recruiting Committee for review at
its spring meeting. The Recruiting
Committee then will report to the
Association’s Council at that group’s
summer meeting.

Ultimately, legislative proposals
may be developed and sponsored
by the Council for consideration at
the 1992 NCAA Convention.

“One important aspect of this

process is that it will involve every
clement of the Association’s legisla-
tive process,” said Associate Execu-
tive Director Stephen R. Morgan,
who is organizing the coaches gath-
ering. “This will not be a situation
where any element of the member-
ship will have an opportunity to

circumvent the legislative system.
“Not only will this meeting be an
opportunity for coaches to provide
direct input regarding possible
changes in NCAA recruiting rules,
it also will result in any consensus
proposals being forwarded through
the Association’s normal legislative

process.”

Morgan added that two members
of the Recruiting Committee —chair
Jody Conradt of the University of
Texas at Austin, and George H.
Raveling of the University of South-
ern California—will attend the
April 24-25 meeting.

Basketball payout is $31.2 million

The NCAA April 19 will mail
checks totaling $31,250,000 to Divi-
sion I conferences and independent
institutions that qualified for the
participation pool in the Division I
Men’s Basketball Championship.

The checks represent the first
distribution from the $1 billion con-
tract with CBS Sports for television
NCAA championships over a seven-
year period.

According to the NCAA revenue
distribution plan, additional funds
will be shared from a grant-in-aid
pool, and pools for sports sponsor-
ship, academic enhancement and
needy student-athletes.

The formula for grant-in-aid pool
($20,833,333) distribution has not
been finalized.

The sports-sponsorship pool to-
tals $10,416,667, the academic-<n-
hancement pool $7,375,000 and the
needy-student-athlete pool $3 mil-
lion.

The distribution schedule calls
for academic-enhancement pay-
ments to be mailed June 28, followed
by needy-student-athlete funds Au-
gust 2, sports-sponsorship payments
August 16 and grants-in-aid moneys
August 30.

The basketball-participation pay-
ments are based on teams’ partici-

pation in the tournament over a
rolling, six-year period.

The Atlantic Coast Conference
will receive the biggest payment
from the basketball pool at
$3,965,517. The Big East Conference
will get $3,793,103 and the Big Ten
Conference $3,491,379.

Payments to other conferences
are as follows:

Big Fight Conference $2,500,000;
Southeastern Conference $2,413,793;
Pacific-10 Conference $1,293,103;
Southwest Athletic Conference
$1,206,897; Big West Conference
$1,120,690; Independents $1,034,482;

See Basketball, page 7

“That should provide an oppor-
tunity for the other members of the
Recruiting Committee to hear first-
hand reports of the concerns that
led to development of any consensus
proposals that are forwarded to the
committee later this spring,” Morgan

See Division I, page 2
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said. “That should prove helpful to
the committee in its review.”

After an opening session April
24, coaches will divide into smaller
groups to look more closely at spe-
cific areas of NCAA recruiting leg-
islation. Following what amounts
to a full day of these dctailed re-
views, the groups will reasscmble
for review of reports from each
session,

Included on the roster of atten-
dees are the Division | members of
the boards of directors of the Amer-
ican Football Coaches Association,
the Women’s Basketball Coaches
Assoclation and the National Asso-
ciation of Basketball Coaches. “*We
also have invited the full-time exec-
utive directors of all coaches associ-
ations that have such positions in
their structures,” Morgan said.

Also invited were the presidents
of coaches associations in all NCAA
sports, or Division 1 designees in

rroard wooal D

those cases wherc the current presi-
dent represents Divisions I or 111
NCAA mecmbers or 4 nonmember
institution.

Recruiting only

“It also is significant to note that
this meeting is intended to discuss
NCAA recruiting regulations only,”
Morgan said. “Thosc attending will
not discuss playing and practice
scasons or coaching-staff Iimita-
tions  only recruiting,

“It 1s hoped that this concentra-
tion on one area will lead to signifi-
cant discussion and consensus on
proposals designed to simplify re-
cruiting rules.” he added. “That is
what Mr. Schultz intended when he
called for this meeting.”

Coaches’

meeting
is a first

Last January, NCAA Executive
Director Richard D. Schultz planted
with the membership the seed that
has grown into a first-of-its-kind
meeting April 24-25, bringing to-
gether Division [ coaches represent-
ing all NCAA sports. Recruiting
rules are the focus of the conclave,
which 1s intended to promote dis-
cussion and development of con-
sensus proposals to simplhfy the
Assoclation’s recruiting regulations.

Following is that portion of the
text from Schultz’s 1991 Statc of the
Association address in which he
called for this meeting:

“To reduce and simplify the rules,
we have to be scrious about dercgu-
lation. We have talked a lot about
this 1n the past, but we really have
not been serious or taken the proper
steps to bring this about.

“To help accomplish this, we are
in the process of establishing a
meeting in Kansas City next spring
with representative coaches from all
Division | sports. The purpose of
this mceting is a very simple one: to
sce if we can get agrecement {rom
coaches to reduce and simplify the
recruiting rules.

“To climinate those that are dis-
criminatory and unneeded and end
up with a very concise sct of rules
that are easy to understand and can
casily be followed. At the same
time, we want coaches to also agree
on automatic penalties if they violate
this simple set of rules.

“If we can be successful with this
mecting for simplifying recruiting
rules, we then can ask the Council
to submit thesc changes to the 1992
Convention.”

Committee Notices

Member institutions are invited to submit nominations to fill interim
vacancies on NCAA committees. Nominations to fill the following vacancy
must be received by Fannie B. Vaughan, executive assistant, in the NCAA
office no later than May &, 1991.

Olympic Sports Liaison Committee: Replacement for Micki King
Hogue, University of Kentucky, declined appointment.

COMMITTEE CHANGES
The following changes should be made in the 1991 NCAA Committec
Handbook. Some of the listings are included in order to supply full names
and imtials for those who need this information.

RMAA Nassmanil
MM wuuIivn

Division I: J. Dudley Pewitt’s titlc is distinguished service professor
instead of vice-president, administration.

Executive Committee
Mary Barrett’s zip code is 02125 instead of 01225.

Council-appointed Committees

Committee on Competitive Safeguards and Medical Aspects of Sports:
Richard D. Schindler.

Legislative Review: G. E. “Sonny” Moran Jr.

Olympic Sports Liaison: Rev. E. William (instcad of William E.)
Beauchamp. DcLores (instead of Delores) S. Todd. Theodore S. (instead
of A)) Paulaskas. Delete Micki King Hogue, University of Kentucky,
declined.

Committee on Review and Planning: Delete Micki King Hogue,
University of Kentucky, declined appointment.

‘Two-Year College Relations: Dennis A. Farrell, George H. Raveling.

Walter Byers Scholarship: Jeffrey H. Fogelson.

Committee on Women's Athletics: Paul E. Hartman, Oakland University.

Sports committee

Men’s Basketball Rules: William M. Scanlon.

Field Hockey: Deborah Tweed, Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania,
appointed to rcplace Jan Hutchinson, Bloomsburg University of Pennsyl-
vania, effective immediately.

Footbhall Rules: Joseph V. Paterno.

Men’s and Women’s Golf: Jack G. Mehl.

Men’s and Women'’s Soccer Rules: John S. MacKenuzie.

Men’s and Women's Skiing: Robert L. Fisher

Men’s Soccer: William R. Barfield, Samuel B. Snow.

Men’s and Women'’s Swimming: Representing men’s swimming: Delete
Robert Boettner, no longer at Clemson University. Representing women'’s

swimming: Keight C. Converse, Anne Goodman James. Representing
men’s and women’s diving, Richard J. Kimball.

Men's and Women’s Tennis: Elected chair, effective September I, 1991:
Scott Perelman, University of Kansas.
Men’s Water Polo: A. Page Remillard.

Convention committees

Credentials: Reelected all listed for additional terms, beginning May I,
1991, and expiring May 1, 1992.

Memorial Resolutions: Reelected James Doyle and Laurie Priest for
additional terms, beginning May 1, 1991, and expiring May 1, 1992,
Appointed Catherine C. Haker, College of St. Rose, to replace Richard A.
Johanningmeier, term to begin May 1, 1991, and to expire May [, 1992,
Appointed Laurie Priest, Mount Holyoke College, as chair, effective May
1, 1991.

Voting: Reappointed all except Marnie W. Swift for additional terms
expiring May 1, 1992. Kathy Lindahl, Michigan State University,
appointed to replace Marnie W. Swift, University of Toledo, eftective May
1, 1991. Appointed Katherine E. Noble, University of Montana, chair,
effective May 1, 1991.

Special Committees

Special Advisory Committee to Review Implementation of 1990
Convention Proposal No. 24: Gail J. Fullerton.

Special Advisory Committee for Women’s Corporate Marketing:
Christinc Plonsky.

Subcommittees
Council Subcommittee to Develop a Division [-AA A Football Classifi-
cation: Walter Reed, Flonda A&M University (I-AA) instead of L AAA.
Councii Subcommiitee io Review 1991 Reform Proposais: irwin M.
Cohen.

Legislative Assistance

1991 Column No. 16

Summer baseball —NCAA Bylaw 30.12
Member institutions should note that student-athletes may participate in

summer baseball leagues that receive funding from the NCAA through
Major League Baseball only if such leagues are approved by the NCAA
Summer Bascball Subcommittee per NCAA Bylaw 21.3.20.2-(c). In order
to bc approved by the NCAA Summer Baseball Subcommittee, the
summer baseball lcaguc receiving funding from the NCA A through Major
League Baseball must meet the requirements set forth in Bylaw 30.12. The
following leagucs have been approved by the Summer Baseball Subcom-
muttee and, thus, must comply with the requirements set forth in Bylaw
30.12:

(1) Arizona Collegiate Baseball League

(2) Atlantic Collegiate Baseball League

(3) Cape Cod Baseball League

(4) Central Illinois Collegiate Leaguc

(5) Great Lakes Summer Collegiate Leaguc

(6) Jayhawk league

(7) Los Angeles Basin Collegiate League

(8) Northeastern Collegiate Baseball League

(9) San Dicgo Collegiate Baschall I.eague

(10) Valley Baseball Leaguce

Please note the regulations set forth in Bylaw 30.12 apply only to leagues

receiving funding from the NCAA through Major Lecaguc Baschall. Other
amateur summer baseball leagues are not required to mect the operational
guidelines in Bylaw 30.12.

High-school all-star games —
NCAA Bylaws 13.14 and 30.2

Member institutions should note that in accordance with Bylaw 13.14.1,
it 1s not permissible for any coach or athletics department staff member
directly involved in the recruiting of student-athletes to participate (directly
or indirectly) in the management, coaching, officiating, supervision,
promotion or player selection of any all-star team or contest involving
interscholastic players or those who, during the previous school year, werc
members of high-school athletics teams. If a coach has made a contractual
commitment to coach in a high-school all-star game prior to being
employed by a member institution and then becomes a member of the
institution’s staff before the game 1s held, the coach shall be obligated to
disassociate himself or herself from the all-star game. Also, a member
institution’s facility shall not bc madc availablc for a high-school all-star
gamc unless the provisions of Bylaw 13.12.3.3 have been satisfied. Per
Bylaw 13.12.3.3, the use of a member institution’s facilities shall not be

considered a tryout, provided the institution’s athletics department staft

members or representatives of its athletics interests are not involved in the
cenduct, promotion or administration of the high-school all-star game
(other than activities incidental to supervising the use of the facilities) and
are subject to all applicable NCAA recruiting legislation (see Bylaws
13.1.5.2.2 and 13.1.7). Finally, it is not pcrmissible for an institution to
provide any athletics equipment to a prospect to utilize in a high-school all-
star game.

Per Bylaw 30.2.1, a prospective student-athlete who enrolls in an NCAA
institution shall be denied the first year of collegiate athletics competition

if, following completion of high-school eligibility in the prospect’s sport and
prior to the prospect’s high-school graduation, the prospect competes in
more than two all-star football contests or two all-star basketball contests.
A high-school all-star contest is any contest in the sports of football or
baskctball that mecets the following criteria:

(a) Teams participating in the contest involve individuals who have
completed their high-school eligibility in the sport and have not yet enrolled
in or attended classes during a regular term at a collegiate institution;

(b) The contest is scheduled and publicized in advance;

(c) The competition is sponsorcd and promoted by an individual,
organization or agency, and

(d) The individuals are selected for participation in the contest on an
invitational basis and have not yet competed together previously as
members of a team that played a regular schedule of games in an organized
recreation or interscholastic program.

Contests conducted under the above-mentioned critcria shall not be
considered all-star competition if one or more of the following conditions
is applicable:

(a) The contest occurs within a framework of a regularly scheduled
recreational program involving solely participants from the community in
which the sponsor 1s located;

(b) The competition is limited solely to participants from the community
in which the sponsor is located and no revenue, including gatc receipts,
concessions, program sales or contributions, is generated from the contest;

{(c) The competition is scheduled within the framework of an established
cultural exchange program involving other educational activities, or

(d) The contest 1s scheduled in conjunction with developmental
competition sponsored by the national governing body of amateur
basketball (USA Basketball) or an active member thereof.

Per Bylaw 30.2.1.3, multiple competition (e.g., tournaments) involving
more than one contest or two teams will be considered high school all-star
competition if the above-mentioned criteria defining a high-school all-star
contest is applicable. Each game conducted under such circumstances
would be considered a high-school all-star contest. Please notc that there
are no limitations on the number of all-star football contests or all-star
basketball contests that a prospective student-athlete may participate in
subsequent to the prospect’s high-school graduation and prior to the time
that the prospect becomes a student-athlete.

Satisfactory progress—

prior approval of summer courses
As the end of the academic year approaches, membcr institutions should
note that prior approval by appropriatc acadcmic officials of the certifying
institution is required if courses taken during another institution’s summer
tcrm arc to be utilized in determining whether the student has satisfied
minimum academic progress requirements (i.e., good academic standing
and satisfactory progress) to rcpresent the certifying institution In
intcrcollegiate competition.
This material was provided by the NCA A legislative services department as
an aid to member institutions. If an institution has a question it would like 10
have answered in this column, the question should be directed to the
legislative services department at the NCAA national office.
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Nominations open for NCAA Woman of the Year Award

Nominations are open for the
first NCAA Woman of the Year
Award, which is presented by Hanes
Her Way  a division of Sara Lee
Corporation, the Association’s offi-
cial corporate partner for women’s
athletics programs.

Athletics directors and senior

O
£

At Council meeting

women administrators of athletics
programs recently were mailed in-
formation packages on the award,
including nomination folders.
“Student-athletes at NCAA insti-
tutions represent the highest ideals
of competition, teamwork, scholar-
ship and leadership,” said Executive

gy

Division Il Vice-President Anthony F Ceddia, president of

Shippensburg Universily of Pennsylvania, seeks the atlention
of the chair during the NCAA Council’s meeting April 15 in
Kansas Cily, Missourl. A report on the meeting will be
published in the April 24 issue of The NCAA News.

tés photo

Director Richard D. Schuitz. “The
unprccedented nature of this pro-
gram—encompassing all NCAA
member institutions and awarding
significant revenues—provides the
opportunity to capture the attention
of sports enthusiasts nationwide.”
Grass-roots program

One goal of the awards program
is to provide an opportunity for
grass-roots exposure of outstanding
women student-athletes nationwide.
Member institutions are encouraged
to participate by selecting a woman
of the year who will serve as their
nominee for state and national rec-
ognition,

Winners will be selected from
each state, the District of Columbia
and Puerto Rico. Ten finalists will
be named from among these 52
honorees, and one national winner
will be selected as NCAA Woman
of the Year.

Hanes Her Way will present
$10,000 to the winner’s institution
for its women’s athletics program.
The other ninc finalists’ institutions
will recetve $5,000 awards from the
company.

These awards are in addition to
the $5,000 awards that will be made
to each state winner's institution.

Institutional winners must be se-
lected by a campus panel that must
include at least four of the following
individuals: chief executive officer

E (or designee), athletics academic

advisor, sports information depart-
ment representative, scnior woman
administrator, faculty athletics rep-
resentative and student-athlete rep-
resentative.

Institutional winners will receive
arecognition certificate from Hanes
Her Way and become cligible for
the state award. State winners will
be selected by media panels .and will
be named by August 15.

Finalists by fall

A national media panel will select
10 finalists, who will be notified in
early fall. A second national media
panel will select the national winner,
who will be announced at presenta-
tion ceremonies in mid-October.

Three selection criteria— athletics
excellence, academic achievement,
and service and leadership—will
carry equal weight in the selection
process. To be eligible for selection,
nominees must:

® Be varsity letter-winners.

® Complete intercollegiate eligi-
bility by the end of the spring 1991
sports scason.

CEOQOs

® Agree to attend the national
award ceremony if selected as a
finalist,

Nominees representing Divisions
I, 11 and III member institutions
will be considered equally.
June 15 deadline

Institutional nomination forms
must be submitted to Patricia A.
Sabo at Host Communications no
later than June 15. Questions, re-
quests for additional information
and nominations should be directed
to Sabo at Host Communications
Sports, 546 East Main Street, Lex-
mgton, Kentucky 40508 (ielephone
606/253-3230).

Continued from page |

athlete must have completed at least
50 percent of his or her degree
credits by the beginning of the fourth
year of competition,

Running a close second was a
requirement that a student-athlete
have a cumulative 2.000 GPA (on a
4.000 scale) at any time in order to
be eligible.

Both of those options were sup-
ported by a majority of those who
favor strengthening requirements,
though neither had a majority of all
respondents in the division.

Of the 209 Division II CEQs, 130
participated in the survey, or 62.2
percent.

Division Il

Division I1I presidents and chan-
cellors rejected possible changes in
the initial-eligibility category by
nearly a 2-to-1 ratio (110 to 58), and
57.4 percent did not support changes
in continuing ecligibility in that divi-
sion,

The primary message from the

Division III respondents was that
any additional national regulation
in that division is ncither necessary
nor desirable.

Of the 323 Division 111 CEOs,
169 (52.3 percent) participated in
the survey.

The NCAA Presidents Commis-
sion reviewed the survey results in
its April 34 mecting and is proceed-
ing to consider various alternatives
to strengthen the NCA A's academic
requirements for athletics eligibility,
as reported in the April 10 issue of
The NCAA News.

Wooden award

Larry Johnson of the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas, has won
another college player-of-the-year
honor, this time the John Wooden
award given by the Los Angeles
Athletic Club.

Johnson, a 6-7, 250-pound senior
forward, was the winner in voting
by 1,000 sports writers and broad-
casters from throughout the country.

« Sports Camps

en it comes to Insurance,

colleges come to NSU

When it comes to meeting the sophisticated insurance needs of
today’s college athletic programs, one name stands out: National
Sports Underwriters, Ltd.
NSU specializes in the development and administration of sports
insurance programs and is the administrator of the NCAA
sponsored insurance programs.

The sponsored insurance programs include:
« Life time Catastrophic Injury

* Basic Athletic Injury

» Staff Accident

» Exceptional Athlete Disability

Other coverages available include:
» Comprehensive General Liability
e Athletic Participant Legal Liability
* Spectator Liability

* Non-owned/Hired Auto

* Loss-of-Revenue

« All-Star Games and Bowl coverages

NSU is the leader in college athletic insurance services, serving a
client roster of more than 1,200 colleges, universities and
affiliated organizations throughout the United States.

Recruit NSU for your teams, too.

Call 1-800-621-2116 today.

NATIONAL
SPORTS

9300 Metcalf, Suite 350
Overland Park, Kansas 66212
Phone (913) 383-3133

Fax: (913) 383-9515

An affiliate of K&K Insurance Group, Inc.

and Lincoln National Corporation

UNDERWRITERS, LTD.

d.b.a NSU Sports Insurance Agency in Various States
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Limits on spmg football frustrate SWC coaches

By Al Carter
The Houston Post

It was an age of cavaliers and
kings. Of blucbonnets, dogwood
blossoms and, of course, blocking
dummies. Of position changes, new
formations and, once a week for a
solid month, black-and-blue scrim-
mages.

You may read about it only in this
column.

Spring football —gonc with the
wind.

“I know a lot of the old-timers
will talk about how tough spring
training used to be Texas Tech
University coach Spike IDykes said.
“But the truth is, they really did love
the laid-back pace of spring foot-
ball”

Alas, the mint julcp days are over.
Once spring football in the South-
west Athletic Conference was a
social event, a combination livestock
show and football laboratory big

draw multitudes to in-

enough to
trasquad games and scramble re-
porters in search of hot stories.
“Anybody comes out here now,”
Dykes said, “and they’ll be writing

about the weather”

Cue WL Wiauitl

The reason 1s NCAA rcform.
New rules put into effect this ycar
limit spring drills to just 10 days in
pads and 15 sessions overall,

“It’s not good.” says University of
Houston coach John Jenkins.
“There are some coaches who say

Women’s Final Four
making good progress

By Ailene Voisin
The Atlanta Journal and Constitution
Excerpted from a column

Upon reflection, hcre are some
questions, thoughts and insights
about thc NCAA women's Final
Four in New Orleans?

Is anyone watching?

Fven if vicwers watched only by
mistake as a few coaches sus-
pected  the Tennessee-Virginia title
game earned a respectable 5.2 rating,
up 41 percent from a year ago. Now
that’s progress.

What are hard-core hoop fans
saying?

First of all, that was not Randy
Breucr disguised as Heather Burge.
Or was that Heidi Burge? OK, so
the Cavaliers twins had a long week-
cnd. The games generally were well-
played. compctitive and, particularly
the championship, deserving of
pnme-time CBS coverage.

Is Dawn Stalcy - virtually eve-
ryone’s player of the year - the next
rolc model for pretcen and teen
{emnale players?

Not really. Not yet. The main
“man” rcmains Michael Jordan,
who continues tc transcend gender
and convince young girls that, 1f
they eat their Wheaties and wcear
their Air Jordan high-tops, anything
is possible. Even slam dunks.

What about the perception that
women are too wimpy to cxcel at a
physical sport such as basketball?

Nonsense. \tdlty was literally

carried into the locker room after
experiencing scvere leg cramps dur-
ing the NCAA semifinal game, yet
quickly pronounced that nothing
would cause her to skip the cham
pionship. (Willis Reed would have
been impressed.) And to those re-
maining skcptics, just observe an
Average American Male in a deliv-
ery room sometime. Casc closed.

So if the sport is so competitive
and compelling, how does the word
get out?

Simple. It starts with the coaches.
They dont have to throw chairs,
chew out the student ncwspaper
cditors or wage annual wars with
the NCAA; but sports is about
people and passion.

Why should men coach women’s
baskctball when women are not
being hired to coach either in men’s
college programs or the NBA?

Good question. As the pool of
qualfied women coaching candi-
dates excecds the number of men,
they undoubtedly will dominate the
women'’s ranks.

But why should coaching pio-
neers such as Andy landers and
Leon Barmore be penalized because
of societal inequities? Or how, in
good conscience, could somcone
suggest that UConn’s Geno Au-
riemma is unquahfied because he is
male”

Hopefully, the women will con-
tinuc to learn from their experienced
male collcagues without absarbing
their Nlaws.
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you dont need spring ball. But it’s
really hard for me to imagine why a
coach would say that— unless he’s
just not interested in working.”

With the University of Arkansas,
Fayetteville, leaving and the fate of
the conference hanging by a thread,
league coaches arc in their usual
off-season whirl to try to keep up or
stay ahead of thc Joneses. The re-
cruiting season just ended was the
SWC’s best in seven years. Still,
coaches arc rubbing their eyes over
the NCAA's new silent spring.

Back when, schools were allowed
36 days to complete 20 days of
spring work. Now, the NCAA says
all spring work must be completed
in 22 days.

“It forces you to go straight
through, to go even on weckends to
get your days in,” Texas A&M Uni-
versity’s R. C. Slocum said. “It
really makes you wonder about how
much research was put into it.”

“This used to be a time to develop
your football tcam without having
to deal with the pressure of getting
ready for a game,” Dykes said.
“Now, you just try to cram every-
thing into an allotment of just 10
days in pads. You dont even try to
work on position changes or win-
ning positions.”

Dykes is a witness to much of the
history of SWC football etched in
spring drills. He served on Darrell
Royal’s staff in 1973 when quarter-
back Alan Lowry guided the Long-
horns to the SWC championship
and a Cotton Bowl victory over the
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa.

“We had us an all-conference
safety in Alan Lowry; and yet, we
had the time in the spring to take a
chance and get him ready to play
quarterback,” Dykes said.

“There were a million examples
like that. It was just amazing the
cxperiments you could afford to do.
But now? You wouldn’t have a
chance to move an Alan Lowry to

quanerbdck with just 10 days in
pads”

When scholarship limitations
went on the books 15 years ago, the
carnival atmosphere of spring foot-
ball began to die out. Spring injurics
left many teams crippled for fall
competition. Coaches terminated
traditional spring games and varsity-
alumni contests to save bodies. The
new wisdom hoids spring footbali
to be an unnecessary evil.

Jenkins disagrees. He cites the
same concerns in pleading for a full
spring practice schedule.

“We got players getting bigger
and faster all the time; and yet,
they’re not getting the fundamental
training they need to keep the game
safe” Jenkins said.

“That’s what spring football is all
about —to teach guys the proper
way to tacklc and block. The impact
of collisions is greater now. It both-
crs me to think there may be another
Chuckie Mullins case down the
line”

“Pretty soon, pcople are going to
wonder about whatever happened
to college football being a pretty
good game.” Dykes said. “If the Ivy
League is what they want, that may
be what they're fixing to get”

Spring football serves no purpose

Bernard F. Sliger, president
Florida State University
Chicago Tribune

“I'm for phasing it out (spring football practice). It’s
excessive. What purposc does it serve?

“Anytime you're out there, you’re in combat. The
longer you’re in combat, the more likely you are to get
hurt.

“I never bought the argument that players do better
academically in season. That’s like saying, ‘“We can’t let
the kid go away from home, because he won't study.
They have to lcarn for themselves at some point”

Ricky Byrdsong, head men’s basketball coach
University of Detroit
Dallas Times Herald

“Black assistants (men’s basketball) have to shake
the stereotype that their primary role is to recruit and
baby-sit minority players.

“A lot of time that might be your primary function,
and 1 can accept that. But when there is an opening (for
a head coach), the AD wants to know if you can do
more than recruit. You have to ask to do other things.”

John Cooper, head football coach
Ohio State University
Chicago Tribune

“You won’t see as polished a product (with a shorter
spring practice). You're asking us to accomplish the
same things in less time. 1t can’t be donc.

“Our kids do better in the fall when they'rc under a
strict regimen. They get better grades, because they're
more disciphned. They go to study hall and have better
work habits. This idea that spring practice hurts them
in the classroom is a bunch of baloncy.™”

Katie Fletcher, varsity student-athlete
University of Nebraska, Lincoin
Omaha World-Herald

“Being a member of the University of Nebraska,
Lincoln, cross country and track and field teams
means working very hard in the summer. I wake up
early to lacc up my running shoes and hit the roads
before the draining heat takes effect, running about 60
miles a week.

“Duc to academic and athletic demands, 1 don’t
hold a job during school. Summer is my chance to earn
money and gain expericnce in a carcer field by
interning.

“During the school year, | manage my school work,
practice and travel Lo meets on weekends. I'm very
busy, and 1 like 1t that way.

“There is no truth to the myth that college athletes
are lazy or dumb jocks. To be successful at the college
level, in academics and athletics, onc must be intelligent,

goal-oriented and determincd to achieve those goals.

“My tcammates and I run three to five miles cvery
morning, attend classes during the day, run a specd
workout or longer run after afternoon practice and
study at night,

“Is being part of a Big Eight championship team and
doing well in the national meet worth the hectic
schedule, sweat and sacrifice? [ wouldn’t want it any
other way”

James I. Tarman, director of athletics
Pennsylvania State University
Sports information release

“It (Knight Commission report) will further simulate
the climate for athletics reform that has been evident at
the two most recent NCAA Conventions, particularly

Opinions

the 1991 meeting in Nashwille.

“l was pleased to scc the report mentioned that “at
the huge majority of thesc institutions, virtually all of
these young athletes participate without any evidence
of scandal or academic abuse’ I believe Penn State 1s
part of that majoriy”

Jon Wefald, president
Kansas State University
The Kansas City Star

“It’s tough for a university president to balance the
quest for academic exccllence with the need for a
winning team.

“That’s a very difficult question. The alumni, not
only in this state but throughout the ¢ountry, would
love to be in the Final Four or the Orange Bowl. |
would like that.

“But if you look at it from the point of why
universitics actually exist, then there is no hesitation
but to stress academic scholarship and have an impres-
sive record of student scholarship. You have to put that
first”

Glenn Dickey, columnist
San Francisco Chronicle

“Commenting on the problem Duke’s Christian
Laettner had in producing a urine specimen for a drug
test after the Blue Devils® semifinal victory over
Nevada-las Vegas (in the Final Four), CBS” Billy
Packer suggested that drug tests be done before a
game.

“I’ve got a better suggestion: Eliminate them entirely.
What are we doing tesuing college students for drugs
just because theyre athletes? Would anybody think of
testing history majors? If anybody needs to take adrug
test, it’s the fuzzy thinkers in the NCAA hicrarchy.”



THE NCAA NEWS/April 17,1981 5

Bruin athletes commit to community-outreach program

In an era in which athletes arc
seen as self-centered and spoiled,
University of California, Los An-
geles, student-athletes have become
involved in community-oriented pro-
grams. The goal of UCLA’s Com-
munity Qutreach Program is to use
Bruin student-athletes as positive
role models for youngsters.

UCLA’s Community Outreach
Program, coordinated by Frank
Stephens, assistant director of ath-
letics and former Bruin football
player, focuses on activities. The
UCLA Child Development Center
treats seriously ill children who are
afflicted by cancer and other termi-
nal diseases. UCLA student-athletes
visit these youngsters with the object
of brightening their lives and also
inviting some of the children to a
team practice.

In the Los Angeles Unified
School District, student-athletes visit
schools, specifically in the San Fer-
nando Valley and the Compton
areas, to speak to students on the
importance of staying in school,
saying no to drugs and staying out
of gangs.

UCL.As Community Outreach
Program also 1s involved with the
Special Olympics. Student-athletes
cither coach a team from among 19
sports or volunteer to work at one
of the 350 events scheduled through-
out the year.

UCLA also is involved in the
Pacific Lodge Boys Home in Wood-
land Hills. The home provides treat-
ment programs for substance abuse,
helps boys develop social skills and

provides education through an
accredited year-round school. UCLA'
student-athletes make visits on
the weekend to play sports and talk
with the boys, ages 13 through 17.

“We feel this is an important facet
of the education of the student-
athlete,” says Stephens. “These
young men and women can be pos-
itive role models for youngsters,
especially those who live in areas
where there is pressure to become
involved in drugs or gangs. If we
can help change the life of even one
youngster by showing that he can
succeed by saying no to drugs, stay-
ing out of gangs and staying in
school, then we have accomplished
our goal.

“The same is true with youngsters
who have terminal illnesses. Many

‘times, these youngsters think that

nobody cares about them or that it
1s their fault that they are ill. A visit
from an athlete, especially one they
have seen on television or read
about in newspapers, can do won-
ders for a youngster.

“QOur student-athletes know that
they are fortunate to be at a school
like UCLA and want to give some-
thing back to the community. They
want to make a difference,” Stephens
said.

Golf classic
helps fund clinic

Former University of Florida all-
America and all-pro wide receiver
Cris Collinsworth hosted the sixth
annual Cris Collinsworth Benefit

Hawaii's new TV pact
for 30 events annually

The University of Hawaii's inter-
collegiate athletics program has been
guaranteed television coverage for
the next six years by a contract
extension announced March 16 by
the school and KHNL-TV.

Hawaii’s athletics department and
KHNL-TV currently are in the mid-
dle of a three-year, $2.8 million
contract, and according to the terms
released March 16, the contract will
be extended for another five years
with the university receiving ap-
proximately $7.5 million for the
next six years. The $7.5 million will
be in cash, air time and production
services. Hawaii Athletics Director
Stanley B. Sheniff and Doug Arm-
strong, vice-president and general
manager of KHNL-TV, called the
contract “innovative, involving in-
come sharing.”

The contract secures a pact with
Prime Ticket, which guarantees a
minimum of 30 Hawaii athletics
events annually being availablc to
cable subscribers in southern Cali-
fornia, Nevada and Arizona. Prime
Ticket also 1s affiliated with Prime
Sports Network, which reaches four

million homes across the nation.

The contract also has KHNL-TV
underwriting regional- and/or na-
tional-championship events being
held in Hawaii.

“This agreement will ensure that
the people of Hawaii will continue
to reccive the Rainbows and Rain-
bow Wabhines in thcir homes for
many years to come,” said Arm-
strong.

“I'don’t think there’s any univer-
sity in the nation that has a compre-
hensive deal such as this,” added
Sheriff.

Questions/Answers

Readers are invited 1o submit questions 10 this column. Please direct any
inquiries to The NCAA News at the NCAA national office.

Q Are there any specific qualifications needed for scrvice on an NCAA

comumnittee?

Yes. As noted in the 1991 NCAA Committee Handbook, all
members of an NCAA committee should have:

a. A vital interest i, and current knowledge of, the sport or area of

responsibility concerned;

b. The reputation and character to indicate clearly that they will use
commuttee membership to serve the general welfare and not the self-intercst
of themselves, their institutions, or their particular conferences or areas;

c. The respect of others engaged in intercollegiate athlctics, and

d. The time, desire and ability to perform the duties involved.

Golf Classic April 7-8 in Gainesville,
Florida, to benefit the Sid Martin
Bridge House, a drug- and alcohol-
abuse facility in Gainesville.

More than 40 former Gator greats
and a number of current NFL play-
ers attended. Also present was 1966

SAVVY) to help those Icss fortunate
than themselves. AU-SAVVY oper-
ates in conjunction with the eastern
branch of the Boys and Girls Club
of Greater Washington.

Started this academic year, AU-
SAVVY has blossomed. The inten-

Good sports

Heisman Trophy winner and Flor-
ida head football coach Steve
Spurrier.

More than $60,000 has already
been raised this year for the alcohol-
and drug-abuse facility through the
efforts of the golf classic. A number
of fund-raising activities associated
with the classic will continue
through June. Since the classic be-
gan, more than $300,000 has been
raised.

Athletes volunteer
to help community

American University’s student-
athletes implemented a volunteer
program last fall in an attempt to
give something back to the commu-
nity.

They have initiated the American
University —- Student-Athlete Volun-
teers Vital for Youth program (AU-

tion at the start of the program was
to develop ties and personal rela-
tionships with the young boys and
girls through entertainment activi-
ties.

The establishment of a strong
bond of friendship and trust was
paramount to the success of the
program. The student-athlete coor-
dinators believe a rapport between
the children and athletes has been
created and that the opportunity
for successful tutoring and mentor-
ing has been achieved.

AU-SAVVY has no plans to re-
duce the number of activities
planned for the spring semester,
which have usually numbered two a
week. The schedule calls for tutoring
services to be available Tuesday
through Friday in thc afternoons
for approximately two hours each
day, while sports events will be held
twice weekly during the evenings

and on some weekends.

There has been no lack of ideas
for activities: volleyball, soccer, bas-
ketball, health fairs, swim meets,
wrestling and cheerleading instruc-
tion, to name just a few. The boys
and girls have had overnights on
campus, where charades and movies
highlighted the occasions. During
holidays, the athletes acted as hosts
for the club’s Halloween haunted
house, and a swimming/ Christmas
party at the university.

To steer the youngsters in a pro-
ductive direction is the program’s
ultimate goal. It's expected that
drug and alcohol education will
become part of the program.

Getting the children to recognize
education as the No. | priority is
among the program’ goals, said
Joseph F. O'Donnell, director of
athletics.

Binders available

Readers of The NCAA News are
reminded that binders, which pro-
vide permanent, convenient storage
of back issues of the paper, are
available .

Each of the rugged, vinyl-covered
binders holds 23 issues of the News.
They may be purchased for $10
each, or two for $19. Orders should
be directed to the circulation office
at the NCAA (913/339-1900).

about the everyday athlete . . .

. Not only a good book, but a valuable one. . .
A voice that should be heard.”

- George Sheehan, M.D ;- Medical Editor, Runner’s World;
Author, Running and Being and Personal Best

. teaches us the lasting value of hope, hard work, and persistence
in the building of a productive human life.”
- from the Foreward by Tom Rogers

“While everyone is obsessed with the ‘All-American’, Reggie Marra cares
The book will hit home for anyone
who has ever competed in sports.”

- Mike Breen, Sportscaster, WFAN Radio, New York

“A totally comprehensive view on the development of the young athlete, and an
enlightening approach for those who believe in the blue collar work ethic.”
- Fran Clemente, Head Women’s Basketball Coach, Iona College

“The connection that I have
always felt lies so strongly
between sports and life

is apparent throughout
this book.”

- Lisa Toscano

Assistant Athletic Trainer
Instructor, Department
of Physical Education
and Biology

Manhattan College

“If you're interested in the development of human potential, The Quality of Effort

provides excellent insight into the necessary knowledge, attitude and skills.”
- Michael McGrath, Dean of Students, Iona College
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REGGIE MARRA, and send it, along with this order
form to: FROM THE HEART PRESS, P.O. Box 256,
Wykagyl Station, New Rochelle, NY 10804
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Shipping and Handling +$ 125
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Number Street Apt. (for all orders) - B
Total Amount Enclosed $
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Please allow 3 weeks for delivery. Please feel free to
duplicate this order form. Thanks for your order.

Please send me___
Effort at $11.50 each. New York residents please
add sales tax or sales tax exempt number.
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. 1 really enjoyed his
convictions, his passion,
and of course, the fact that
he is 100% correct.

- Craig R. Cibus
Assistant to the Head
Football Coach

Penn State University

copy(ies) of The Quality of
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Baseball Statistics

Through games of April 14
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